AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



In the Claims: 

Please amend the following claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for identifying a compound that improves treatment 
of wounds to skin or another external body surface in a diabetic animal, the method 
comprising: 

a) producing a wound in the skin or another external body surface of the 
diabetic animal; 

b) exposing the wound to an aldose reductase inhibitor compound bv topical 
application of the compound to the wound : 

c) comparing wound healing in the presence of the compound to wound healing 
in the absence of the compound; and 

d) identifying a compound that improves treatment of wounds to skin or another 
external body surface in the animal if the wound contracts more in a shorter 
period of time when treated in the presence of the compound than when the 
wound is treated in the absence of the compound. 

2. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

e) comparing wound healing in the presence of a test compound with wound 
healing in the presence of a control aldose reductase inhibitor, wherein the test compound is 
identified as a compound that improves treatment of wounds to or another external body 
surface in an animal if the wound heals at least as rapidly, completely or less painfully in the 
presence of the test compound as in the presence of the control aldose reductase inhibitor. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the animal is a mammal. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the animal is a human. 

5. (Canceled) Th e m e thod of cla i m 1, wh e r e in th e human i s a d i ab e tic. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the wound is to skin on an animal. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the wound is produced by punch biopsy. 
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8. (Withdrawn) A m e thod for tr e at i ng wounds in a d i ab e t i c anim al , comprising 
a dm i n i st e r i ng to th e anim al a compound that improv e s tr ea tm e nt of wounds to sk i n or 
anoth e r e xt e rna l body surfac e s in an anim al in an amount e ff e ct i v e to i mprov e wound h e a li ng 
in th e an i mal, wh e r e in th e compound is id e ntif ie d according to th e m e thod of c l aim 1. 

9. (Withdrawn) Th e m e thod of c l a i m 8, wh e r e in th e a n i ma l i s a mamma l . 

10. (Withdrawn) Th e m e thod of c l aim 8, wh e r ei n th e an i ma l i s a human. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) Th e m e thod of c l a i m 8, wh e r ei n th e human i s a di a b e t i c, 

12. (Withdrawn) Th e m e thod of c l aim 1, wh e r e in th e t e st compound i s an aldos e 
r e ductas e i nh i b i tor. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method for identifying a compound that improves diabetic 
neuropathy or neurological disorders associated with diabetes, the method comprising: 

a) producing a wound in the skin or another external body surface of a diabetic 
animal; 

b) exposing the wound to an aldose reductase inhibitor compound bv topical 
application of the compound to the wound : 

c) comparing wound healing in the presence of the compound to wound healing in 
the absence of the compound; and 

d) identifying a compound that improves diabetic neuropathy or neurological 
disorders associated with diabetes if the wound contracts more in a shorter 
period of time when treated in the presence of the compound than when the 
wound is treated in the absence of the compound. 

14. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 13, further comprising: 

e) comparing wound healing in the presence of a test compound with wound healing 
in the presence of a control aldose reductase inhibitor, wherein the test compound is 
identified as a compound that improves diabetic neuropathy or neurological disorders 
associated with diabetes if the wound heals at least as rapidly, completely or less painfully in 
the presence of the compound as in the presence of the control aldose reductase inhibitor. 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 13, wherein the animal is a mammal. 

16. (Original) The method of Claim 13, wherein the animal is a human. 



3 



17. (Canceled) Th e method of claim 13, wher e in th e human i s a d i ab e tic . 

18. (Original) The method of Claim 13, wherein the wound is to skin on an animal. 

19. (Original) The method of Claim 13, wherein the wound is produced by punch 

biopsy. 

20. (Withdrawn) A method for tr e ating diabetic neuropathy or n e urolog i ca l d i sorders 
associat e d with diab e t e s i n a d i ab e t i c an i ma l , compr i s i ng administ e r i ng to th e an i mal 
compound that improv e s tr e atm e nt of wounds to skin or anoth e r e xt e rna l body surfac e s i n an 
animal i n a n amount e ff e ctiv e to i mprov e diab e t i c n e uropathy or n e uro l og i c al d i sord e rs 
associated w i th d i abetes in the animal, wherein the compound i s i dent i fi e d accord i ng to th o 
m e thod of c l a i m 13. 

21. (Withdrawn) Tho method of claim 20, wherein th e animal i s a mamma l . 

22. (Withdrawn) Th e m e thod of c l a i m 20, wh e r ei n th e anima l is a human. 

23. (Withdrawn) Th e m e thod of claim 20, where i n the human i s a diabetic. 

24. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 13, wherein the tost compound i s an aldose 
r e ductas e inh i bitor. 

25. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein the animal is a mammal. 

26. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein the animal is a human. 

27. (Canceled) Th e m e thod of c l aim 2, wherein tho human is a diabet i c. 

28. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein the wound is to skin on an animal. 

29. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein the wound is produced by punch 

30. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein the animal is a mammal. 

31. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein the animal is a human. 

32. (Canceled) Tho method of cla i m 14, wh e rein the human i s a diabetic. 

33. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein the wound is to skin on an animal. 

34. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein the wound is produced by punch 

35. (Previously Presented) A method of healing or treating wounds using an aldose 
reductase inhibitor identified by the method of claims 1 or 13. 



biopsy. 



biopsy. 
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